Jesus with Eliud In the Leper Settlem_e_n'_c__ |

I saw Jesus journeying with Eliud in a southwesterly
direction from Nazareth, but not exactly on the
highroad. He wanted to go to Chim, a leper settlement.
They reached it at daybreak, and | saw that Eliud tried
to restrain Jesus from entering it, that He might not be
defiled; for, as Eliud urged, if it were discovered that
He had been there, He would not be allowed to go to
the baptism. But Jesus replied that He knew His
mission, that He would enter, for there was in it a good
man who was sighing for His coming. They had to cross
the Kishon. The leper settlement lay near a brook
formed by the waters of the Kishon which flowed into
a little pond in which the lepers bathed. The water
thus used did not return into the Kishon. This
settlement was perfectly isolated; no one ever
approached it. The lepers dwelt in scattered huts.

There were no others in the place, excepting those that attended the
infected. Eliud remained at a distance and waited for the Lord. Jesus entered
one of the most remote huts wherein lay stretched on the ground a
miserable creature entirely enveloped in sheets. He was a good man. | have
forgotten how he contracted leprosy. Jesus addressed him. He raised himself,
and appeared to be deeply touched at the Lord’s deigning to visit him. Jesus
commanded him to rise and stretch himself in a trough of water that stood
near the hut. He obeyed, while Jesus held His hands extended over the
water. The rigid limbs of the leper relaxed, and he was made clean. He then
resumed his ordinary dress, and Jesus commanded him not to speak of his
cure until He should have returned from the baptism. He accompanied Jesus
and Eliud along the road till Jesus ordered him to go back.

I saw Jesus and Eliud the whole day journeying toward the south through the
valley of Esdrelon. Sometimes they conversed together, and at others walked
apart as if in prayer and meditation.

The weather was not very pleasant at that time, the sky dark, and fog in the
valley. Jesus had no stick. He never carried one. But Eliud had one with a
little shovel on it like those of the shepherds. Jesus wore only sandals,
though a kind of perfect shoe, consisting of a thick, woven upper of coarse



cotton, was in use at the time. Once | saw Jesus and Eliud at noon resting by
a well and eating bread.



