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Death of Holy Simeon 

I saw that Simeon, after prophesying in the Temple, 
returned home and fell sick. I saw him on his couch 

giving his last advice to his wife and sons, and 
imparting to them his joy. Then I saw him die. There 

were several old Jews and priests praying around him. 
When he had breathed his last, they carried the body 
into another room where, without stripping it, it was 
washed. The body was laid on a board pierced with 

holes, under which was a copper basin to receive the 
water as it fell. A large sheet was thrown over the 

corpse, and under that the washing was performed. 
Green leaves and herbs were then strewn plentifully 
over it and a wide cloth bound firmly around it, as is 
done in the swathing of a child. The corpse was so 
stiff and straight that I was tempted to think it was 

bound to a board. The burial took place in the 
evening. Six men with lights carried the corpse on a board with low, curved 

sides to the sepulcher hewn in a hill  not far from the Temple. It was entered 
through an oblique door; the interior walls were ornamented with stars and 
various figures like the Blessed Virgin’s cell at the Temple. I noticed the same 

kind of ornamentation in St. Benedict’s first cloister. The corpse was 
deposited in the center of the little cave, the passage around it being left 

free; then some religious rites were solemnized. They laid all kinds of things 
around the corpse: coins and little stones and leaves, I think. I do not now 
remember all distinctly. Simeon was related to Veronica and, through his 

father, with Zachary also. His sons served in the Temple, and were always, 
though in secret, on terms of friendship with Jesus and His relatives. Some of 
them before and some after the Ascension of Our Lord, joined the disciples. 

At the time of the first persecution they did much for the Community. 

 

 

 


