Instruction at
Lazarus’. Peter
Receives a Severe
Reprimand

Jesus spent the whole of this day at
Lazarus’ with the holy women and
the Twelve Apostles. In the morning
He instructed the holy women in the
disciples’ inn. Toward three o’clock
in the afternoon, a great repast was

served in the subterranean dining
hall. The women waited at table, and
afterward withdrew to the grated, three-cornered apartment, to listen to the
instruction. In the course of it, Jesus told them that they would not now be
together long, they would not again eat at Lazarus’, though they would do so
once more at Simon’s, but on that last occasion they would not be so tranquil
as they now were. He invited them all to be perfectly free with Him, and to
ask Him whatever they wanted to know. On hearing this, they began to ask
numerous questions, especially Thomas, who had a great many doubts. John,
too, frequently put a question, but softly and gently.

After the meal, as Jesus was speaking of the approach of the time when the
Son of Man would be treacherously betrayed, Peter stepped forward eagerly
and asked why He always spoke as if they were going to betray Him. Now,
though he could believe that one of the others (the disciples) might be guilty
of such a thing, yet He would answer for The Twelve that they would not
betray Him! Peter spoke boldly, as if his honor had been attacked. Jesus
replied with more warmth than | ever before saw in Him, more even than
had appeared when He said to Peter: “Get thee behind Me, Satan!” He said
that without His grace, without prayer, they would all fall away, that the
hour would come in which they would all abandon Him. There was only one
among them, He continued, who wavered not, and yet he too would flee,
though he would come back again. By these words Jesus meant John who, at
the moment of Jesus’ arrest, fled, leaving his mantle behind him. All became
very much troubled, excepting Judas who, while Jesus was talking, put on a
friendly, smiling, and insinuating air.

When they asked Jesus about the Kingdom that was to come to them, His
answer was inexpressibly kind. He told them that another Spirit would come



upon them and then only would they understand all things. He had to go to
the Father and send them the Spirit which proceeded from the Father and
Himself. | distinctly remember His saying this. He said something more, but |
cannot repeat it clearly. It was to this effect, that He had come in the flesh in
order to redeem man, that there was something material in His influence
upon them, that the body works in a corporeal manner, and it was for that
reason they could not understand Him. But He would send the Spirit, who
would open their understanding. Then He spoke of troublous times to come,
when all would have to suffer like a woman in the pains of childbirth, of the
beauty of the human soul created to the likeness of God, and He showed
how glorious a thing it is to save a soul and lead it home to Heaven. He
recalled to them how many times they had misunderstood Him, and His own
forbearance with them; in like manner should they, He said, treat with
sinners after His departure. When Peter reminded Him that He had Himself
been sometimes full of fire and zeal, Jesus explained the difference between
true and false zeal.

This instruction lasted until late into the night, when Nicodemus and one of
Simeon’s sons came to Jesus secretly. It was past midnight before they
retired to rest. Jesus told them to sleep now in peace, for the time would
soon come when, anxious and troubled, they would be without sleep; this
would be followed by another time when, in the midst of persecution, a
stone under their head, they would sleep as sweetly as Jacob at the foot of
the ladder that reached to Heaven. When Jesus concluded His discourse, all
exclaimed: “Lord, how short was this meal! How short this evening!”



