Jesus Transfigured
Before Eliud

During the night, | saw them again walking,
sometimes together, sometimes separate.
And then | witnessed something
extraordinary, an unspeakably lovely vision.
While Jesus was walking on ahead, Eliud
passed some remarks upon the symmetry and
beauty of His person. Jesus replied: “If thou
shouldst behold this Body two years hence,
thou wouldst find in it neither beauty nor

symmetry, so greatly will they abuse and

maltreat Me.” But Eliud understood not His words. Above all he could not
comprehend why Jesus always spoke of His Kingdom as existing so short a
time; for he thought ten, or even twenty years must elapse before it would
be founded. He could not bring himself to think otherwise, since his thoughts
were all of an earthly kingdom.

When they had gone on a short distance, Jesus paused and bade Eliud, who
was following lost in thought, to approach and He would show him who He
was, of what nature was His Body, and of what kind His Kingdom. Eliud drew
near to within several steps of Jesus. Then Jesus raised His eyes to Heaven
and prayed. A cloud, like those seen in a thunderstorm, descended and
enveloped both. From without they could not be seen, but over them opened
a Heaven of light which seemed to descend toward them. Above | saw a city
of shining walls, | saw the Heavenly Jerusalem! The whole interior was lit up
with a rainbow colored light. | saw a figure like God the Father, and Jesus, His
form perfectly luminous and transparent, connected with Him by beams of
light. Eliud stood awhile gazing upward as if entranced, and then sank
prostrate on his face, in which position he remained until the apparition and
the light had melted away. Then Jesus resumed His way, and Eliud followed
speechless and frightened by what he had seen. It was a vision like the Trans-
figuration, but | did not see Jesus lifted up.

I think Eliud did not live to see the Crucifixion of Christ. Jesus was more
confidential toward him than toward the Apostles, for Eliud was very
enlightened and very familiar with many of the mysteries connected with the
family of Jesus. Jesus took him as a friend and companion, and clothed him
with authority, so that he did much for His community. He was one of the
best instructed of the Essenians. In Jesus’ time, the Essenians did not dwell



all together on the mountains as formerly; they were more scattered
throughout the cities. | had that wonderful vision about twelve o’clock at
night.

In the morning, | saw Jesus and Eliud arrive at a shepherd field. It was
daybreak, and the shepherds were already out of their huts and with the
cattle. They came forward to meet Jesus, who was known to them. They cast
themselves down before Him, and then led Him and His companion under a
shed where they had their cooking utensils. Here they washed their feet,
prepared for them a couch, and set before them bread and little drinking
cups. They roasted some turtledoves for their guests. The birds had their
nests in the roofs of the huts, and were hopping around in great numbers like
hens. And now | saw Jesus dismissing Eliud, who knelt to receive His blessing.
The shepherds were present. Jesus told him that he would end his days in
peace, that the path which He Himself had to walk would be too difficult for
him, that He had admitted him to His Community, that he had already done
his part in the vineyard, and that he should receive his reward in His
Kingdom. Jesus explained this by the parable of the laborers in the vineyards.
Eliud was very grave since the vision of the preceding night, very silent, and
deeply impressed. | think he was afterward baptized by the disciples. He
accompanied Jesus a part of the way from the shepherd field. The Lord
embraced him, and he departed with signs of manly emotion.

The place to which Jesus was going for the Sabbath could be seen from here.
Some of His relatives once dwelt there. The place to which He now went
alone was called Gur. It was built on a mountain. Joseph’s brother, who
afterward removed to Zabulon and who had had frequent communication
with the Holy Family, once dwelt there. Jesus went unnoticed to an inn,
where they washed His feet and presented Him food. He had a chamber to
Himself. He caused a roll of the Scriptures to be brought to Him from the
synagogue, and out of it He read and prayed sometimes standing, sometimes
kneeling, often raising His eyes toward Heaven. He did not go to the school.
Once | saw some people going to the inn and asking to speak to Jesus, but He
would not see them.



