Jesus in the Shepherd Village of Chimki

Jesus journeyed during the night between
two valleys. | saw Him sometimes conversing
with His followers, then again falling behind
and praying on Hisknees to His Father, after
which He again rejoined them. On the
following afternoon | saw Him arrive at a
shepherd village whose houses lay scattered
here and there. It possessed a school, but no
resident priest; the people were attended by
one from a distance. When Jesus arrived, the

school was closed. He assembled the
shepherds in an apartment of the inn and
there instructed them. As the Sabbath was approaching, there came that
evening several priests of the sect of the Pharisees, some of them from
Nazareth. Jesus spoke of baptism and the near advent of the Messiah. The
Pharisees were very hostile toward Him; they spoke of His humble origin, and
tried to make little of Him. Jesus slept here that night.

Jesus, in His instructions on the Sabbath, expounded many parables. He
called for a grain of mustard seed and, when they brought it to Him, He
spoke for some time of it, saying that if they had faith equal only to a grain of
that seed, they would be able to transport the pear tree before them into the
sea. A large pear tree laden with fruit stood nearby. The Pharisees mocked at
His teaching, which they considered childish. Jesus explained at length, but |
have forgotten. He also recounted the parable of the unjust steward.

The people of this place and of the whole country around were in admiration
of Jesus. They related what they had heard from their fathers of the teaching
and works of the last Prophets, and they compared this new Teacher to them
with this exception, however, that He was much milder. The shepherd
settlement was named Chimki. The hills of Nazareth could be discerned in
the distance, for they were only about two hours off. It was a scattered little
place, a few houses only around the synagogue. Jesus took up His abode with
a poor family, the mistress of which lay sick of the dropsy.

He had compassion upon her and cured her, laying His hand upon her head
and stomach. She was perfectly restored, and served her Guest at table.
Jesus forbade her to speak of what had happened until He should have
returned from the baptism. Whereupon she asked why she might not tell it



everywhere. Jesus answered: “If thou wilt publish it everywhere, thou shalt
become dumb,” and she did become dumb, and remained so until His return
from baptism. At this time it may have been about fourteen days until then,
for at Bethulia or Jezrael He had spoken of three weeks.

Jesus taught three days in the synagogue of this place. The Pharisees were
greatly incensed against Him. He spoke of the coming of the Messiah, saying,
“Ye are expecting Him to appear surrounded by worldly glory. But He is
already come, and He will make His appearance as a poor Man. He will teach
truth. He will get more blame than praise, for He wills justice. But separate
not from Him, that ye may not be lost. Be ye not like those children of Noe
who mocked him when he so laboriously built the ark that was to save them
from the flood. All they that derided not went into the ark and were saved.”

Then turning to His disciples, He addressed them, saying, “Separate not from
Me like Lot from Abraham when, seeking more fertile regions, he went to
Sodom and Gomorrha. And look not around after the glory of the world
which fire from Heaven shall destroy, that ye may not be turned into pillars
of salt! Remain with Me under every trial. | will always help you,” etc. The
Pharisees, still more irritated, exclaimed: “What is this that He promises
them, seeing that He has nothing Himself?” Then turning to Him, they asked:
“Art Thou not from Nazareth? The son of Joseph and Mary?” But Jesus
answered evasively that He whose Son He was, would manifest it. Then they
continued: “Why dost Thou speak here as elsewhere of the Messiah? We
have heard of Thy teaching. Thinkest Thou indeed that we shall imagine that
Thou meanest Thyself?” Jesus answered: “Upon that question | have nothing
to say, excepting these words, yes, ye do think it.” The excitement in the
synagogue became great, the Pharisees extinguished the lights, while Jesus
and the disciples, although it was night, left the place and journeyed some
distance along the highroad. | saw them sleeping under a tree.



