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Abraham Receives the Sacrament

of the Old Covenant
Abraham sat in front of his tent under a
large tree by the roadside. He was in
prayer. He often sat thus waiting to show
hospitality to travelers. As he prayed, he
raised his eyes to Heaven and saw, as in a
sunbeam, an apparition from God that
announced to him the coming of the three
He arose and sacrificed a lamb on the altar,
before which | saw him kneeling in ecstasy
begging for the Redemption of mankind.
The altar stood to the right of the large tree
in a tent open at top. Further on was a

second tent in which the vessels and other
utensils for sacrifice were kept. It was to this last that Abraham generally
retired when superintending the shepherds who dwelt around here. Still
further on, and on the opposite side of the road, was the tent of Sara and her
household. The females always lived apart.

Abraham’s sacrifice was almost accomplished when he beheld the three
angels appear on the high road. On they came in their girded garments, one
after another, an even distance between them. Abraham hurried out to meet
them. Bowing low before God, he saluted them, and led them to the tent of
the altar. Here they let down their garments and commanded Abraham to
kneel. | saw the wonderful things that now happened to Abraham through
the ministry of the angels. He was in ecstasy, and all the actions were rapid,
as is usual in such states. He heard the first angel announce to Abraham as he
knelt that God would bring forth from his posterity a sinless, an immaculate
maiden who, while remaining an inviolate virgin, should be the mother of the
Redeemer, and that he was now to receive what Adam had lost through sin.
Then the angel offered him a shining morsel and made him drink a luminous
fluid out of a little cup. After that he blessed him, drawing his right hand in a
straight line down from Abraham’s forehead, then from the right and the left
shoulder respectively down under the breast, where the three lines of the
blessing united. Then with both hands the angel held something like a little
luminous cloud toward Abraham’s breast. | saw it entering into him, and |
felt as if he were receiving the Blessed Sacrament.

The second angel told Abraham that he should before his death impart the
Mystery of this Blessing to Sara’s firstborn, in the same way that he had
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himself received it. He informed him also that his future grandson, Jacob,

would be the father of twelve sons from whom twelve tribes should spring.

The angel told him also that this Blessing would be withdrawn from Jacob;

but that after Jacob had become a nation, it should be again restored and

placed in the Ark of the Covenant as a Holy Thing belonging to the whole

nation. It should be theirs as long as they gave themselves to prayer. The
angel explained to Abraham that, on account of the wickedness of men, the
Mystery would be removed from the Ark and confided to the Patriarchs and
that at last it would be given over to a man who would be the father of the

promised Virgin. | heard also in this promise that by six prophetesses and

through star pictures it had been made known to the heathens that the
Redemption of the world should be accomplished through a virgin.

All this was made known to Abraham in vision, and he saw the Virgin appear
in the heavens, an angel hovering at her right and touching her lips with a
branch. From the mantle of the Virgin issued the Church.

The third angel foretold to Abraham the birth of Isaac. | saw Abraham so full
of joy over the promised holy Virgin and the vision he had had of her that he
gave no thought to Isaac, and | think that this same promise made the
command he subsequently received to sacrifice Isaac easy to him. After these
holy communications, | saw first the entertainment of the angels and then
the laughing of Sara. | saw Abraham escorting the angels at their departure,
and | heard him supplicating for Sodom.

When Abraham awoke from ecstasy, he led the angels under the tree and
placed stools around it. The angels sat down, and he washed their feet. Then
Abraham hurried to Sara’s tent to tell her to prepare a meal for his guests.
This she did and, veiling herself, she carried it halfway to them. The meal
over, Abraham accompanied the angels a short distance on their journey. It
was then that Sara heard them speak to him of the birth of a son. She had
approached them behind the enclosure of the tent. She laughed. | saw
numbers of doves tame as hens before the tents. The meal consisted of the
same kind of birds, round loaves, and honey.

Abraham at his departure from Chaldea had already received the Mystery of
the Blessing from an angel, but it was given to him in a veiled manner, and
was more like a pledge of fulfillment of the promise that he should be the

father of an innumerable people. Now, however, the Mystery was
resuscitated in him by the angels, and he was enlightened upon it.



