Jesus in Kisloth-Thabor

Jesus left the publicans after having taught among them
the whole night. Many of them desired to make Him
presents, but He would accept nothing. Several
followed Him, for they wanted to go with Him to
baptism. On this day, He journeyed through the country
by Dothain and passed the madhouse where, on His
first journey from Nazareth, He had calmed the raving
and the possessed. As He was passing it, they called Him
by name and clamored violently to be released. Jesus
commanded their custodians to free them, promising
that He would answer for the consequences. They were
all set at liberty. Jesus cured them all, and they followed
Him. Toward evening, He arrived at Kisloth, a city on

Mount Thabor, inhabited mainly by Pharisees. They had

heard of Jesus; but they were displeased at seeing Him followed by publicans
(whom they looked upon as malefactors), possessed known to be such, and a
motley crowd of others. He entered their school and taught of the baptism of
John; then, addressing His followers, He exhorted them before attaching
themselves to Him to think seriously whether they would be able to
persevere or not, for they must not think His path an easy one. He
expounded to them also several parables on building. If a man desired to
build himself a house, he should consider first whether the owner of the
ground would allow him to use it for that purpose; in like manner, they that
would follow Him should first expiate their offences and do penance. Again,
if a man would erect a tower, he must first estimate the cost. And many
other things Jesus taught that were not well received by the Pharisees. They
listened only to catch Him in His words. | saw them concerting together to
give Him an entertainment at which they hoped to ensnare Him in His
speech.

They prepared a great feast in a public hall, down which stood three tables,
side by side, and right and left burned lamps. Over the middle table, at which
Jesus, some of the disciples, and the Pharisees sat, the aperture, customary
in the roofs of that country, stood open. The followers of Jesus were seated
at the side tables. In this city there must have been an ancient custom
commanding the poor, of whom there were numbers dwelling in the greatest
abandonment, to be invited; for as soon as Jesus sat down at table, He
turned to the Pharisees asking where were the poor, and whether it was not
their right to take part in the feast. The Pharisees were embarrassed, and



they answered that the custom had long fallen into disuse. Then Jesus
commanded His disciples Arastaria and Cocharia, the sons of Maraha, and
Kolaiah, the son of the widow Seba, to go gather together the poor of the city
and bring them to the feast. The Pharisees were highly displeased at the
command, for it gave rise to much comment throughout the city. Many of
the poor were already in bed and asleep. | saw the disciples rousing them.
Numerous and varied were the joyous scenes | then witnessed in the huts
and haunts of the poor. At last they arrived and were received and welcomed
by Jesus and His disciples. The latter served them while Jesus addressed to
them a very beautiful instruction. The Pharisees, though greatly irritated, had
not a word to say, for Jesus was in the right, and at this the people rejoiced.
Great excitement prevailed in the city. After partaking plentifully of the
various good things, the poor people departed, taking with them a supply for
their friends at home. Jesus had blessed the food for them, prayed with
them, and exhorted them to go to John’s baptism. He would not tarry longer
in the city, and left that night with His followers. Many of the latter,
however, discouraged partly by His exhortations, left Him for their homes
while others went to prepare for John’s baptism.



