Communion of the
Holy Apostles

Early in the morning, Peter and John
went with Andrew into the hall of the
Last Supper and vested in their priestly
robes, while the other Apostles entered
the ante hall. Pushing aside the folds of
woven tapestry, the three Apostles
entered the Holy of Holies, which was
curtained in so as to form a little
chamber. The ceiling, which was not so
high as that of the hall, could be opened
by a hanging cord ornamented with

tassels, to admit light from the windows

in the roof of the hall. The Holy Communion table stood therein. The chalice
with the remains of the Wine that Jesus had consecrated and the plate with
what was left of the consecrated Bread were standing in the compartments
formed like a tabernacle in a niche in the wall. A lamp was hanging, one
branch of it lighted, before the Blessed Sacrament. They lighted the lamp of
sacrifice that was suspended in the center of the hall, carried the Communion
table forward into the hall, placed the Blessed Sacrament on it in its case,
and extinguished the lamp in the Holy of Holies. The other Apostles, Thomas
among them, took their places around the table. Of the Bread consecrated by
Jesus, the Blessed Sacrament of His Body, there was still a great deal on the
little plate, which stood on top of the chalice, the whole concealed under a
bell-shaped cover surmounted by a knob. A white veil was thrown over it.
Peter drew out the leaf from the base, spread the cover upon it, and placed
on it the plate with the Blessed Sacrament. Andrew and John were standing
behind him in prayer. Peter and John, bowing reverently, received the
Blessed Sacrament. Then Peter sent the plate around, and each one
communicated himself. Into the chalice, in which there was not so much of
the Wine consecrated by Jesus, they poured some wine and water, and drank
of it. After that they sang Psalms and prayed, covered the chalice, and carried
it, along with the table, back to its place. This was the first divine service that
I saw celebrated.

Thomas went after that to some little place near Samaria with a disciple from
that part of the country.



