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The Child Receives the Name of Mary 

I saw a great feast in Anne’s house; all was 
gladness. The wicker partitions in the front of 
the house had been taken away, and a large 

room was thusly made ready. All around it ran a 
low table upon which stood plates, glasses, etc., 

but as yet no eatables. In the middle of the 
room was an altar covered with red and white, 

and a stand upon which scrolls were laid. A 
small basket-cradle stood on the altar. It was 

shaped like a shell, and woven in white and  red; 
the coverlet was sky-blue. Priests from Nazareth 
were present in their sacred vestments; among 
them was one robed more magnificently than 

the rest. Many of the female guests, relatives of 
Anne, were also in their holiday garments. 

Among them were Anne’s eldest daughter Mary Heli, espoused to Cleophas, 
Anne’s sister from Sephoris, and others. Several of Joachim’s relatives also 
were present. Anne was up, but she did not appear. She remained in her 
chamber behind the fireplace. Enue, Elizabeth’s sister, brought the infant 
Mary, swathed as described in red and transparent white, and gave her to 

Joachim. The priests approached the altar, the attendants bearing the chief 
priest’s train, and prayed from the scrolls. Joachim placed the child on the 

arms of the chief priest, who held her aloft, prayed for awhile, and then laid 
her in the little cradle on the altar. Then he took a pair of scissors, furnished 

with a little box at the end for catching the clippings, (something like a pair of 
snuffers), and cut a little hair from both sides and from the middle of the 

child’s head. The hair thus removed, he burned it upon a pan of coals. Then 
he took a box of oil and anointed the five senses of the child. With his thumb, 

he pressed the ointment upon the ears, the eyes, the nose, the mouth, and 
the heart of the child. He wrote the name Mary on a scrap of parchment, and 
laid it on the child’s breast. Then the little Mary was, by Joachim, given back 
to Enue, who took her to Anne. The women stood back during the ceremony, 

at the end of which other Psalms were sung. I saw then all kinds of table 
furniture, dishes, etc., that I had not before noticed. There were vessels on 
the table that were quite light, their covers pierced with holes. I think they 

were baskets into which flowers were put. On a side table, I saw numbers of 
little white rods, as if of bone, also spoons. There were also bent tubes lying 

on it, but I know not for what use. I saw no more of the meal itself. 
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