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The Blessed Virgin’s Preparations for the Birth of Christ. 
Journey to Bethlehem 

I saw the Blessed Virgin for many days 
with Anne, while Joseph remained alone 
in Nazareth, one of Anne’s maids taking 
charge of the house for him. They, Mary 

and Joseph, received their principal 
support from Anne’s house as long as 

she lived. I saw the Blessed Virgin near 
Anne sewing and embroidering bands 
and tapestry. They seemed to be very 
busy in the house. Joachim must long 

since have been dead, for I saw Anne’s 
second husband there and a little girl of 

from six to seven years old. She was 
helping Mary and being taught by her. 
If not a daughter of Anne, it must have 
been one of Mary Cleophas’s children 

also called Mary. 
I saw Mary sitting in a room with other 
women and preparing covers large and 

small. Some were embroidered with 
gold and silver. There was one large 
coverlet in a box in the midst of the 

women, at which all were working, knitting with two little wooden 
needles and balls of colored wool. Anne was very busy. She went 

around from one to another, receiving and giving wool. All 
expected Mary to be delivered in Anne’s house, and these covers 
and other things were being prepared partly for the birth of the 
Child and partly as gifts for the poor. Everything was of the best, 

and all abundantly, and richly provided. They knew not that Mary 
would, of necessity, have to journey to Bethlehem. 

Joseph was at that moment on his way to Jerusalem with cattle for 
sacrifice. 
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